
Despite the fact that Inter Partes Review (IPR) exists to protect innovation 
from the worst patent abusers, some - like Big Pharma - are calling IPR a 
“death squad” in an attempt to paint it as an overreach. 

That couldn’t be further from the truth. 
These are the facts:

The Truth is This:
IPR only invalidates 0.3% of the drug patents and 0.12% of total patents 
issued annually. Compare that to the estimated 28% of patents that are 
issued that are completely or partially invalid. IPR isn’t a “death squad”, 
it’s a drop in the bucket. It’s time to strengthen IPR.

THE TRUTH ABOUT IPR
FY 2019 Inter Partes Review Data

       All Utility Patents 
(Cars, Software, Cell Phones, etc...)

       Brand Name 
       Drugs

856 
(0.26%) 

336,849 
(100%) 

401 
(0.12%) 

Total Patents 
Granted

IPRs  
Instituted 

Invalidated 
Patents 

22,781
(6.8%)

113
(0.5%)

70
(0.3%)


